History 112      What Is Totalitarianism and How Did It Achieve and Maintain Power?

Outline:

I.    Introduction

II.    How did Hitler come to power?

A.  How did Germans react to the Treaty of Versailles?

1.  How did their reaction make Hitler’s rise easier?

B.  What were economic conditions like in Germany during the 1920’s?

1.  How did these conditions make Hitler’s rise easier?

C.  What was government like during the Weimar Republic of the 1920’s?

1.  How did this make Hitler’s road to power easier?

D.  What did Hitler do to gain power?

1.  What was Hitler’s role in W.W.1 and how did it help him later?

2.  What was the “Beer Hall Putsch”?
3.  Did it make Hitler change tactics in his search for power?
4.  What were the beliefs Hitler offered to Germans as expressed in Mein Kampf?
a.  How did these ideas pave the way for Hitler’s rise to power?

E.  How did Hitler finally get control of Germany between 1924 and 1933?

1.  What methods did Hitler use?

a.  How were the Brown Shirts used to overcome opposition?

b.  How was the S.S. used?
c.  What did Hitler do to neutralize his enemies and opponents?
i.  What was the Final Solution and to what extent did the Final Solution succeed?
III.    What was Fascism in Italy?

A.  How did Mussolini rise to power in Italy?

B.  How did Mussolini keep control of Italy?
IV.    What was Communism in the Soviet Union like?
A.  Why was a dictatorship necessary at first?

B.  What did Stalin do to stay in power?
C.  What was it like to live under the Soviet dictatorship?
V.   Conclusion:   What was Totalitarianism and how did it achieve and maintain power?
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